
Vero Beach City Council Candidate Questions 
Taylor Dingle’s Answers  

The following questions were sent to all the candidates and each candidate confirmed receipt 
of them. The answers are unedited by the IRNA and CWC and copied directly from the text 
of the document that we received back. (Some candidates sent their own PDFs.) The 
answers below are the words of the candidates and we hope that their positions on various 
issues help you to know them better. 

The city of Vero Beach has established a Stormwater Utility to generate $1M/year to build 
flood control and water quality improvement projects. So far, it has been funded by CARES 

Act money which will no longer be available in 2023. 
A. Will you vote to fund the Stormwater Utility at the previously approved ERU rate?
B. If you are opposed to the Stormwater Utility, please provide your reasons for your

position. 

A. I oppose funding the Stormwater Utility at this current time.
B. In my opinion, now is not the time for a new assessment. The inflation rate in the United

States has impacted everyone and this includes the City of Vero Beach. Not to mention,
what may follow if a recession is forthcoming. In August 2009, Barrack Obama said: “The
last thing you want to do is to raise taxes in the middle of a recession.” The same could
be said during high inflation. Furthermore, I, along with many, live in an apartment
complex due to the competitive housing market in this area. Since the start of inflation,
my annual rent has increased by 36%. After speaking with management at my
development – annual rates would again be increased to 54% if the Stormwater
assessment passed without CARES Act funds. I want to represent the next generation
who will inherit Vero Beach, but there may not be a next generation if local rates
continue to increase making the financial burden to much to endure.

Referendum on Charter protected property restrictions 
A. Should the marina area be included as a Charter restricted property?

B. Should Charter properties expansion of a certain size be subject to a public vote?



A. Our city Charter protects our quality of life in various ways and believe the marina 
should be included as a restricted property considering it is an asset to the City of Vero 
Beach.    

B. They should not be subject to public vote. This is why we have elected officials. Chosen 
to be our representatives and make decisions regarding city business on our behalf. That 
is democracy in action. 

 
 

Three Corners 
A. Do you support the Three Corner Commission’s recommended plan for the old power plant 

site? 
B. If not, what would you like to see happen at the three corners? 

C. How will you make your vision a reality? (Please be as specific as possible.) 
D. Do you support the referendum on the Three Corners? (former power plant property) 

 
A. I fully support the “Standing-O” plan for the Three Corners site. This is now up to the 

Vero Beach city voter. They will decide our outcome and future direction. 
B.   
C.     
D. I do support the referendum and will vote yes for its approval on November 8th. 
 

 
Research has proven that septic systems are one of the main culprits for the polluted state of 

the Indian River Lagoon, the demise of the seagrass beds and resulting starvation of the 
manatees.  The STEP System can provide connection to sewer for homes and businesses 

throughout the City. 
A. What do you think the city can do to increase the speed of adoption of the STEP system? 

B. Will you support mandatory STEP connection for septic systems on the barrier island? The 
mainland?  C. How would you aid those homeowners  in neighborhoods that are 

economically constrained? 
 

A. The City of Vero Beach has done an excellent job educating, city residents, the 
advantages and benefits of the STEP-system. To date: 36.9% of eligible parcels have 
installed STEP. A 50-80% conversion rate may not be completed in the next one hundred 
days or perhaps not in the next one thousand days. However, we are making progress. I 
would continue supporting this initiative by advocating for the system and spreading 
awareness of its advantages for our Indian River Lagoon if I am elected to the City 
Council.    

B. In my option, mandating STEP connection would be a governmental overreach – I would 
not support mandatory STEP connection on the barrier island or mainland. 



C. Florida legislators have been doing their due diligence preserving the Indian River 
Lagoon for future generations. The most recent example and historic step is The Clean 
Waterways Act; passed in 2020. I would work with our local State Senator and House 
Representative for grant funds, if available, to be used for those economically 
constrained.      

 
 
 

There have been several environmental and quality of life issues raised regarding the 
expansion/improvement of the Marina.  How would you engage the citizenry more 

effectively to build consensus around the project? 
 

By being a great communicator. I was asked to speak with a group of central beach residents 
who strongly opposed the project. They all changed their position when the event concluded. I 
shared with them the history of the marina and how we got to this point in time: The marina 
was privately owned and purchased by the city who was urged to do so by that neighborhood 
due to concern for major development in that location. Now the city has an obligation to 
provide a level of service. Not to mention, the liability it may cause for staff or users if it is not 
renovated. In addition, the group did not see the proposed video rendering of the future 
marina and their response “This is great” and “I like that”. We must do a better job 
communicating with neighborhoods so we do not repeat this conundrum and have another 
citizen-led referendum that will, again, confuse voters.      
 
 
Recently Low Impact and other sustainable development incentives have been brought up in the city. 

A. What is your take on these? 
B. What kinds of incentives would you like to see implemented, if any? 

 
A. This is a proven strategy governments worldwide are racing to achieve. It is the most 

common approach to reaching goals by incentivizing individuals and small businesses to 
be more eco-aware through tax breaks, grants, and penalties for businesses that fail to 
comply with set standards.   

B. The Business Energy Investment Tax Credit (ITC), Small Business Innovation Grants, and 
Green Jobs Initiative. 

 
 
 

A large portion of Vero Beach is located in a high hazard flood area. 
A. What, if anything, do you think Vero Beach needs to do to mitigate sea level rise? 

B.  What kinds of projects/plans do you want to see the city undertake? 
C.  How might our building regulations be updated to prepare for sea level rise? 



A. Seawalls, along with bulkheads and revetments have been the go-to defenses against 
coastal flooding. Roughly fourteen percent of all U.S. shoreline has been armored with 
these structures and that number continues to rise. It is estimated that nearly one-third 
of U.S. coastline will be armored by 2100.   

B. I have followed the work of Steven Scyphers, a coastal scientist at Northeastern 
University, and his study of implementing “soft defenses.” Soft Defense is the practice of 
creating a living shoreline though the use of oyster reefs, coral reefs, or other living 
breakwaters that dissipate wave energy. 

C. I would consider setting building regulations for any future development. For example, 
raising the base of any new or future structure above present day sea level to protect 
against storms. 

 
 

City ordinances  that regulate  fertilizer applications, require  a containment  barrier at 
construction sites, require a plant barrier in front of water bodies, etc.  were enacted to 

prevent further run off pollution but are rarely enforced. How do you propose better 
enforcement? 

 
Increase patrolling from our Code Enforcement Officers.   
 
 

What do you think are the three most urgent, far reaching, and challenging policy issues 
facing the City of Vero beach over the next 5 years? 

 
My term, if elected to the Vero Beach City Council, will be for two years. I may or may not seek 
re-election. With that said, my focus will be on the current concerns fronting our city before 
addressing issues that may take place in the next five to ten years. We must get this Three 
Corners project correct because we only have one opportunity to do so and ensure our Water 
Reclamation Facility is financially feasible. This next Council will have to confront these two 
major topics which will not only impact our time, but for all time.   


